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Charm square basket 

Make a cute and practical quilted basket from charm squares!  

A pattern by Maria Sørøy @sewsewmaria 
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!! Difficulty: Confident beginner  

!! Finished dimensions: 4,5 x 4,5 x4,5” (height x width x depth) 

!! Abbreviations:  
o! SA: Seam allowance 
o! WS: Wrong side 

o! WST: Wrong sides together 

o! RST: Right sides together 

 

Note: All measurements are given as height x width. Recommended fabrics for the 
basket exterior are quilting cotton, linen blend, canvas or similar. For the lining and 
binding I recommend quilting cotton. The interfacing recommendations are based 
upon the use of quilting cotton for both the exterior and the lining, as most charm 
square pre-cuts are quilting cotton. Pay close attention to seam allowances. Read 

through the entire pattern before you start. 

You will need: 

Basket exterior and lining: 

5 charm squares (5”x 5”) for the exterior, and 5 charm squares for the lining (figure 

1). Four squares of the exterior/lining fabric will be for each side of your basket, 
and one square will be for the bottom. 

Binding: 

2 ¾” x 30”, preferably quilting cotton 

Stabilizer: 

Five 6”x 6” squares of batting  

Five 6”x 6” squares of thin interfacing (both fusible and sew-in will work)   

Note: There are several options when it comes to choice of stabilizer, some of which 
will eliminate the need for two layers of stabilizer on the exterior pieces. Fusible 
fleece or Thermolam (one layer) or a thicker/ more rigid type of polyester batting 
(one layer) will do the trick. You could also use one layer of thin batting combined 
with one layer of utility fabric (such as canvas). You can skip the batting all together 
and opt for a fusible, medium thick interfacing. This is a good option if you don’t 
want quilted lines on the exterior. Each option will give a different “feel” to the 
basket. A good idea is to experiment; make test charm squares! Quilt (or fuse) a 
charm square onto different types of stabilizers, until you get the structure and hold 
you are after. If your test charm square can stand on one side without buckling or 
folding, your basket will hold its shape nicely too! Keep in mind the bulk when 
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choosing stabilizer; choose something with some structure / hold rather than 
thickness. The less bulk, the nicer your bottom corners will be. 

Other supplies: 

!! Walking foot (optional, but recommended) 
!! Erasable fabric marker or a pencil 
!! Good quality thread for quilting 
!! Fabric glue or glue stick (optional) 

 

 

Figure 1. Batting (“Thermolam” shown), binding, exterior and lining charm squares. 
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1. Prepare your charm squares and binding 

1.1!Quilting: 

If you have a fusible stabilizer, fuse 
this to the batting. This gives a softer 
feel to the basket than fusing to the 
charm square. Make a sandwich: 
Charm square centred on top, batting 
as the middle layer and stabilizer as 
the bottom layer. You can use a few 
pins to hold the layers together, 
especially if you don’t have a walking 
foot. Quilt straight lines, with a 
maximum ¼” – ½” gap between each 
line of stitching. Start and finish your 
stitching on the batting (figure 2).  

Repeat for all 5 exterior charm 
squares. Trim off the excess batting, so 
each quilted square measures 5” x 5”.  

 

Figure 2. Quilted charm square. Notice that the 
stitching starts and stops on the batting. 

 

1.2. Mark corner points: 

The bottom corners of your basket will have an open seam allowance during the 
construction. You need to mark the points where your stitch lines should stop / start. 
If your exterior (or lining) fabric is directional, the corner points on each of the 
squares should be on the WS, on the two corners along the bottom edge. 

Gather your four exterior side squares. Use a fabric marker to make a mark (corner 
point) ¼” in from the corner, on the two bottom corners on each square, on the 
wrong side (figure 3). On your bottom square, mark all four corner points. 

Repeat for your five lining pieces, but mark the corner points 3/8” in (figure 4).  

 

1.3. Make the binding: 

Fold the strip of binding in half, to make a long strip. Press along the fold. 
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Figure 3. Mark the corner points 1/4" in on the two 
bottom corners of the exterior. 

2. Make the exterior and lining 

2.1. Make the exterior cube: 

Take two of the four squares that will become the exterior sides of the basket. Lay 
them RST, matching up the corner points along the bottom edge. Sew along one side 
(not the bottom or the top!) with ¼” SA, starting at the top edge. When you get to 
the bottom corner point, stop exactly on the point and backstitch. Press the seam 
open. Repeat, until you have attached four sides together, in a row. Sew a final seam 
attaching the last square to the first square, press the seam open. You should now 
have a cube, with no top or bottom, with all four corners along the bottom edge 
having a ¼” open SA (figure 5).  

 

Figure 5. The exterior "cube". The bottom 

corners each have a 1/4" open seam allowance. 

 

Figure 6. The bottom square is attached on two 
sides, with two sides remaining. 

 
 

Figure 4. Mark the corner points 3/8" in on the two 
bottom corners of the lining pieces. 
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2.2 Attach the bottom square: 

Align one side of your bottom square with one bottom side of your cube, RST, 
matching up the corner points. Fold the SA from the adjoining sides out of the 

way; the only fabric you want to catch in your seam is from the bottom square and 
the side square you are attaching. Start stitching exactly on the corner point, 
backstitch, sew till you get to the next corner point and backstitch again. Repeat for 
all four sides, always backstitching at corner points and always folding the seam 
allowances from the other sides out of the way (figure 6). 

 

You will now have a cube, with an inset 
bottom. A total of six seams should 
meet in each of the corner points, not 
crossing each other. Cut off most of 
the excess fabric in your corner points 
with sharp scissors (figure 7). 

Set aside. 

 
2.3. Make the lining: *pay close attention to the SA* 

Repeat step 2.1 for your lining pieces, 
except: When attaching the four sides 
to each other, start sewing with a 

generous ¼” SA. Sew for 1”, and then 
gradually increase your SA to 3/8” 
(figure 8). This ensures that your stitch 
line meet the 3/8” corner point at the 
bottom. The reason for doing it this 
way is that your lining and exterior 
need to have the same width at the 
top, but for the lining to fit nicely at 
the bottom you should use a larger SA 
here.  

Repeat step 2.2 to attach the lining 
bottom, but use a 3/8” SA.  

 

Figure 8. Gradually increasing SA. Black arrow: 

SA 1/4", on the top corner. Green arrow: SA 3/8", 
on the bottom corner.

Figure 7. Cut away most of the excess fabric 

from the corners. Be careful not to cut into the 
seam. The corner shown is for the lining. 
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3. Attach lining bottom to exterior bottom (optional) 

Follow this optional step if you want to attach the bottom of your lining to the bottom 
of your exterior. It makes a difference! 

Take the exterior and the lining, both with the wrong side out, and lay the two 
bottoms against each other (figure 9). Use fabric glue to attach the SA of the lining 
to the SA of the exterior, on all four sides of the bottom. You will not be able to 
attach the corners, but that’s okay!  

 

4. Fitting exterior and interior 

Push the lining into the exterior, WST. Use a pointy object to gently push out the 
corners of the exterior and lining. You can insert the pointy object between the 
lining and exterior, to easily get to the exterior corners.  

Match up the raw edges of the lining and exterior. Check that the lining fits nicely 
into the exterior. Baste the lining to the exterior with a ¼” SA along the top edge. 

5. Attaching the binding 

Take your 2 ¾” x 30” strip of binding. Line up the raw edges of the binding with the 
raw edges of the lining. Sew with 3/8” SA. Start stitching right before a corner, 
making sure you have a 5” tail of binding. Backstitch at the beginning. Sew along 
three sides, stop and backstitch just after you round the last corner.  

You now have one side where the binding is not attached, and two tails of binding. 
Mark a point where the two tails of binding meet each other. They will overlap, so 
you decide where this point is. Make sure this is centred along the side, halfway 
between the corners (figure 10). 

Figure 9. Place lining bottom on top of exterior 

bottom, WST. Attach the SA of the lining to the 

SA of the exterior. A fabric glue pen is 
recommended for this step. 
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Add ¼” to each of your marks, draw a line here, and cut along this line (figure 11). 
Open the two tails of binding, lay them RST, pin, and sew with a ¼” SA (figure 12). 
Fold the basket away so it doesn’t get caught in the seam. This is a bit fiddly but 
doable. Press the SA open and refold the binding. Check that it is the correct length. 
If it is too long redo the last seam with a larger SA. If it is too short you have a 
problem, and may need to redo this final step entirely.  

Attach the binding along the last side. Fold the binding over the raw edges towards 
the exterior. Sew the binding to the exterior, with some invisible hand stitching.  

Note: There are many different ways of attaching binding. Chose the method you 

are most comfortable with. If you prefer to sew the binding by machine entirely (or 
if you don’t trust your hand-sewing skills) you could attach your binding towards 

the exterior side first. This will be easier if you turn the basket inside out when 

starting step 5. You will then fold the binding over to the lining side, and either 
stitch-in-the-ditch from the exterior or finish it off by hand.  

Give the basket a good press. Press each of the sides and all the bottom seams to 
give it a nice shape. Your basket is finished! 

 

 

 

Figure 10. Fold the two ends 

of the binding back; so that 

the two folds are meeting 

centred along the side of the 
basket. 

Figure 11. Cut along the solid 

lines. 1/4” to the left of the 

solid line you can see the 

mark where the two folds of 
the binding meet up. 

 

Figure 12. Open up the fold 

and pin the two ends of the 

binding RST. 
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Variations 

There are so many options to vary this pattern! Experiment, and change it up to suit 
your needs! Here are a few suggestions:  

!! Instead of charm squares for the exterior you can use small quilt blocks 
(raspberry kiss blocks or nine patch blocks would be so cute!!). You would 
need to account for the larger seam allowance for the top edge (3/8”). 

!! Instead of straight line quilting, try some free motion quilting! 
!! Scale the size up or down. As long as all sides are the same size you will end 

up with a square basket. If you make the basket significantly larger you will 
need more stabilizer. 

!! Fussy cut the exterior pieces 

!! Make a scrappy basket! Piece together small scraps and trim to 5” 
!! Use the “Quilt as you go” method to piece together small scraps, and trim to 

5”.  

!! Change the dimensions: Try making a taller basket by increasing the height of 
the four sides. Or make it lower. You can also make it wider, by increasing 
the width of two sides. 

!! Skip the binding. On the final step you could put the exterior into the lining, 
RST. Sew the top edge, and leave an opening for turning. Turn right sides out, 
press, topstitch the edge, closing the opening used for turning at the same 
time.  

!! Increase the size of your squares, to 5.5”, to get a basket perfect for holding 
Charm squares 

!! Make sets of nesting baskets! Just alter the size of your starting squares. An 
increase of 1” between the different sizes would work out fine! 
 
 

Important: Do not copy, distribute or sell this pattern. It is for your personal use 
only. You can sell baskets you make with this pattern. Please credit me 
(@sewsewmaria) if you share your creations in social media, and feel free to use the 
hashtag #charmsquarebasket. I would love to see what you make! If you have any 
questions regarding the pattern you can send me an e-mail: soroy@me.com or 
contact me on Instagram. 

 


